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      One of the resources that I rely on for special 
orders of worship is the Book of Worship of the 
United Church of Christ.  It contains liturgy for a 
number of special services such as baptism, Confir-
mation, Membership, Weddings, Funerals, Installa-
tion of a Pastor, Ordination, etc. Relevant to the 
particular time of the Church year that we are cur-
rently in are the liturgies for Palm Sunday, Maundy 
Thursday and Good Friday but there is also the lit-
urgy for the Great Vigil of Easter.  You may (or 
may not) know about this service and I believe it 
rare for churches to include this in their regular 
Holy Week practices, but I thought you might be 
interested to know more about it. 
     Each service in the Book of Worship begins 
with an introduction to the particular liturgy.  The 
liturgy itself is lengthy so I will not include it in this 
article, but I share with you the introduction to the 
Great Vigil to give you an idea what it entails and its 
purpose. 
     “The Great Vigil of Easter, scheduled for any-
time after sunset on Holy Saturday and before sun-
rise on Easter Sunday, is an ancient liturgy of the 
church with deep roots in scripture.  It is a full lit-
urgy, rich in symbolism and dramatic in form.  It is 
a complex and lengthy service that requires careful 
advance planning, considerable participation by the 
congregation, and a thorough rehearsal for all its 
leaders. 
     “The Great Vigil of Easter seeks to proclaim the 
cosmic significance of God’s saving acts in history 
through four integrally related services held on the 
same occasion.  It appeals to the total person 
through various human senses.  Music plays an im-
portant role in the effectiveness of the vigil.  Conse-
quently, the church’s music leaders and choirs will 

need adequate time to prepare.  In this vigil a cantor 
usually sings the parts that otherwise might be read. 
     The vigil begins with the service of light.  By the 
use of fire, candles, words, movement, and music, it 
seeks to portray the pilgrim people of God follow-
ing the pillar of fire given in Jesus Christ, the light 
of the world.  A tall Easter or paschal candle, plain 
or decorated, is used in procession to represent Je-
sus Christ.  Individual candles may also be lighted 
from the Easter candle to dramatized “a flame di-
vided but undimmed.”  Planning for the procession 
should include consideration of those who do not 
move easily. 
     The vigil continues with a service of the Word. 
From two to twelve lessons from the Old Testa-
ment are read in the minimally lighted church.  The 
lessons seek to portray a panoramic view of all that 
God has done for the human family in preparation 
for the coming of Jesus Christ. They are read at 
length, unhurriedly, in the spirit of those who pa-
tiently watch and wait in the true sense of the word 
vigil-with alertness.  At the end of the readings from 
the Old Testament, the Service of the Word reaches 
a climactic moment when the Gloria or another 
hymn of the church is sung to herald Christ’s resur-
rection.  In some traditions, the church bell and the 
organ, silent since Maundy Thursday evening, are 
used again for the first time during the singing of 
this major hymn.  The Epistle and Gospel lessons 
are read, and a sermon may be preached. 
     The service of water follows.  This is a service of 
the sacrament of baptism or the renewal of the bap-
tism vows.  Water plays a prominent role in this 
service.  It may be used to sprinkle the entire con-
gregation as a reminder of the baptism each Chris-
tian has experienced. 
     The Great Vigil of Easter concludes with a cele-
brative service of bread and wine.  In the joyous 
hours of Easter morning, the people of God fes-
tively share the sacrament of Holy Communion, 
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not as followers of a deceased Jesus but as follow-
ers of the risen Jesus Christ whose return is awaited 
at the end of history.  This portion of the vigil fol-
lows an order for the service of Word and Sacra-
ment. 
     In churches where the Great Vigil of Easter is a 
new observance, it is suggested that a Lenten study 
program or other means be used to interpret the 
history and purpose of the vigil for the people and 
to elicit their active involvement in the planning of 
the four component services. 
     The Great Vigil of Easter may be celebrated in 
an abbreviated form, lasting between one and one 
and a half hours, or a fuller from may exceed two 
hours.  Detailed suggestions and direction require 
careful reading and preparation. 
     The Order for the Great Vigil of Easter is based 
on ancient texts and contemporary editions of the 
vigil used in the churches of Eastern Orthodoxy, 
the Roman Catholic Church, the Episcopal Church, 
the Lutheran churches, and the United Methodist 
Church in the United States.” 
     Why not in the United Church of Christ, 
too?  Ready to give it a try?  I‘m joking….sort of.  It 
would be too big an undertaking for us here at 1st 
Congregational United Church of Christ to tackle 
on our own.  But wouldn’t it be a cool thing to do 
ecumenically in cooperation with several other 
churches in town?  I wonder?  Something to pon-
der as we come to the end of Lent and move for-
ward into Easter and beyond.  Have a meaningful 
remainder of Lent, a joyous Easter season.  That 
will get us through April and most of May before 
we dive into Pentecost and beyond.   

 
      Pastor Chris   
 

 
 
 

BOARD HIGHLIGHTS 
 

FEBRUARY 
 

• Pastor Chris is taking communion to our 
members in the care centers and home 
bound to those requesting it. 

• Kim Thilges was welcomed into member-
ship of our congregation on January 28. 

• Indoors cleanup day will be after worship 
on Sunday, March 5th. 

• Continuing to explore installing internet 
access in the Sanctuary. 

• The Future for First gatherings will be de-
pendent on our participation in the ASK 
(Ask, Seek, Knock) program offered by the 
Tri Conference and Interim Conference 
Minister Phil Hart. 

• Discussed some type of fund-raising event 
to assist food insecure members of our 
county and community. 

• Ash Wednesday Service will be in our 
sanctuary on February 22. 

• A “Day for Christian Unity” brunch will be 
held at 10:00 a.m. in the 1st United Meth-
odist Fellowship Hall on February18th. 

• Newly elected Board Officers are: Helen 
Scuffham-president; Mick Schlievert-vice-
president; Larry Person-treasurer; Becky 
Bibler-secretary. 

 

MARCH 
 

• The Northwestern Association Meeting is 
tentatively planned for April 29th at Hum-
boldt. 

• Our church’s special Local Mission Offer-
ing collected $400 to assist community 
members in need. 

• Easter Lilies have been ordered form Fare-
way.  Cost is $10.70 per plant. 

• Pastor Chris will take a week of vacation 
April17-24.  David will lead worship on 
April 23rd. 

• The rain gutter on the chapel portion of 
the roof has been removed due to ice dam-
age. 

• The Evangelism and Outreach team will 
deliver lilies to our shut-ins after Easter. 



• The electrical inspection of our facilities re-
quested by our insurance company found 
no issues. 

• Pastor Chris will contact Interim Confer-
ence Minister Phil Hart to find out when 
the ASK program will begin.  Representa-
tives from our church will form a team to 
work on this. 

• Inside cleaning day was moved to March 
11th. 

• The Palm Sunday Brunch will happen after 
worship on April 2nd.   

• Pastor Chris will email Holy Week Medita-
tions out from Monday April 3rd through 
April 8th. 

• Maundy Thursday worship will be at 
7:00PM in the Sanctuary. 

• Next Board meeting will be April 12th at 
7:00PM. 
 

 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

Treasurer’s Report as of  Feb 28th: 
  

Checking $3,106.11 
Savings $10,180.85 

 
 

 
 

THANK YOU’s 
 

Thank you, Mick for your 8 years of  service as 
Board Chairman for our Church.  Your dedication 
and commitment to the job and the welfare of  our 
church are commendable.  You handled it all 
masterfully while also handling property committee 
projects and is so appreciated.   
Moving forward, I am humbled at the trust and 
confidence placed in me to take on the role as 
Board Chairwoman.  I am counting on the full 
support of  the Board and the congregation as we 
have a responsibility to carry on the work of  the 
church.  In the near future we will be participating 
in the ASK program as we move forward in our 
ministry here.  It would be good to have another 

woman join this committee.  If  you would like to 
volunteer please contact me or Pastor Chris.   
God bless you all.  Helen 

 
Thank you to everyone who helped deliver Meals 
on Wheels for the first 2 weeks in March. It is much 
appreciated! 
 
Thank you to everyone who helped with our 
indoor clean up.  Mick, thanks for making chili. 
Sandy your brownies went well with the ice cream!    

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

RADIO SPONSORS NEEDED 
 

The radio sponsorship on KLGA has increased the 
price to $32.50/Sunday.  It would be $130/ for a 4 
Sunday month or $162.50 for 5 Sundays. The 
monthly radio sponsor sign-up sheet for 2023 is 
posted on the bulletin board in the parlor. You may 
also call the church office to sign up. The months 
that are open are:  July, September, October and 
November.  

 
 

 
 

SYMPATHIES 
 

Our sympathies go out to the Chuck West Family. 
Please keep the family in your prayers. As we grieve 
the loss of our friend we also give thanks to God 
for his life among us. And the many ways he 
touched our lives.   
 

 
 

 



SUNDAY SCHOOL FUN 
 

On February 26, after a snowy week, the Sunday 
School class created some fun snow people. Teach-
ers were Sandy Person and Helen Scuffham. Great 
job!   

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Strengthen the Church 

Offering Date: May 28, 2023 

The Strengthen the Church (STC) Offering reflects the shared commitment of 
people across the United Church of Christ to cooperatively build up the UCC. 
Conferences and the national setting equally share the gifts given by members 
and friends through their local congregations. The funds raised support leader-
ship development, new churches, youth ministry, and innovation in existing con-
gregations.  By your generosity to this offering, you build up the Body of 
Christ. 

As God calls our congregations to be the church in new ways, your generosity 
will plant new churches, awaken new ideas in existing churches and develop the 
spiritual life in our youth and young adults. Most congregations will receive the 
STC offering on Pentecost Sunday, May 28, 2023. 

 

Birthdays 
        April   
1 Jan Woodyard 
2 Harold Reynolds 
6 Carter Bachman 
7 Becky Marine 
12 Nancy Walker 
13 John Scuffham 
17 Cooper Heath 
22 Sandy Harms-Buchanan 
26 Greyson Burtnett 
 

        May  
13 Jack Grindberg 
16 Mark Scuffham 
20 Jimmy Tinneh 
22 Ginny Buchanan 
     Mick Schlievert 
23 Aaron Burtnett 
25 Marge Person 
26 Sandra Williams 
27 Greta Grindberg 

 
 



 

  

         2023 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

      

        

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

10:00 am 
Worship – 
Communion  

Sunday School   
Food Pantry 

Potluck 
Brunch 

 

 9:30-11:30am 
Pastor at 
Feed Mill 

5 pm AAUW 
STEM 
meeting 
Fellowship 
Hall 

7pm. Maundy 
Thursday 
Service 

  

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

10:00 am  

Easter 
Worship 

No Sunday 
School 

Coffee 

 

 9:30-11:30am 
Pastor at 
Feed Mill 

7pm Board 
Meeting 

8:30am 
Ministerial 
Meeting in 
Fellowship 
Hall               
6:30pm Pilgrim 
Heights Zoom 
mtg 

  

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

10:00 am 
Worship 

Sunday School 

Coffee 

 

      

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

10:00 am 
Worship 

Sunday School 

Coffee 

 

 

 9:30-11:30am 
Pastor at 
Feed Mill 

 10am Clergy 
Cluster in 
Humboldt 

 9:30am 
Northwest 
Association 
Meeting in 
Humboldt  

30       

10:00 am 
Worship 

Sunday School 

Coffee 
 

      

 

     

                 Pastor Chris will be on vacation the 17-24th  

 



  
   

          2023 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

  9:30-11:30am 
Pastor at 
Feed Mill 

    

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

10:00 am 
Worship – 
Communion 
Sunday 
School Food 
Pantry Coffee       
Mission & 
Memorial 
Meeting 
following 
worship 

 

 9:30-11:30am 
Pastor at 
Feed Mill 

  9:15 Care 
Center 
Worship 

 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

10:00 am 
Worship 

Sunday 
School 

Coffee       
Mother’s 
Day/ Rural 
Life Sunday 

 

 9:30-11:30am 
Pastor at 
Feed Mill 

8:30am. 
Multi-
Disciplinary 
Team 
Meeting 

Ascension 
Day 

  

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

10:00 am 
Worship 

Last Day of 
Sunday 
School 

Coffee 

 

 9:30-11:30am 
Pastor at 
Feed Mill 

  June/July 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

 

28 29 30 31    

10:00 am 
Worship 

Coffee   
Strengthen 
the Church 
Offering 

 

 

Memorial 
Day 

Siefert 
Memorial 
Service 

9:30-11:30am 
Pastor at 
Feed Mill 

    

 

 



      

 

Rev. Jonathan Fisher: A Frontier Minister who made a Difference 
 

 

In 1762, a handful of New Englanders settled in what eventually became Blue Hill, Maine, a harbored 

spot just east of Penobscot Bay. After the Revolutionary War, the New England frontier moved northward 

from the Boston area and by the first US Census in 1790 there were 274 residents in Blue Hill. The local 

Congregational Church managed with part-time clergy for nearly 20 years, but finally in 1796 they called 

a pastor named Jonathan Fisher (1768-1847) who served Blue Hill for forty years. 

Fisher was born in New Braintree, Massachusetts in 1768 and grew up in the home of his uncle who was 

a minister. As a young man he explored several vocations, but his intellectual gifts led him to study for 

ministry at Harvard in 1788. 

He was “industrious almost beyond belief, and possessed of an unflagging physical vitality, he relieved 

his omnipresent poverty and increased the few hundred dollars of his meager salary by farming his own 

acres, concocting medical remedies, braiding numberless straw hats, sawing out buttons from the bones 

of farm animals, and even of dead household pets, painting names on vessels or painting sleighs (at 

$2.50) each, making pumps, chairs, chests, hair-combs, tables, bureaus, bedsteads, cradles, even drum-

sticks for the local militia (at 25 cents a pair), and by repairing much of the shaky furniture in Blue Hill. 

And, with all these labors, he found time to write many poems, and several books.” 

 

Fisher was a student of science, botany, the arts, classical language and Calvinist theology. He wrote ser-

mons and sketched and painted. In 1917 his scientific notes on sunspot activity in 1816-17, attracted the 

attention of modern scientists at the American Geophysical Union a hundred years later. Throughout his 

ministry many young men who were unable to afford formal education, lived in the Blue Hill parsonage 

and studied with Fisher. His impact on churches in Maine was significant. 

Contributor: Kendall H. Brown/ published on Jun 1, 2019
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