
FROM THE FRONT PORCH  
 

      “Ask, and it will be given you; seek and you will 
find; knock and the door will be opened to 
you.”  Jesus said that in the gospel according to 
Matthew 7:7. Luke’ s gospel has Jesus saying this 
too, in 11:9.  We, at 1st Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ are doing this! 
      Last August we had the first “Future for First” 
gathering in our Fellowship Hall as we began the 
process of discerning what and how our church 
might look and be in the future. In December of 
last year your Church Board met via Zoom with 
Associate Conference Minister Kendy Miller, seek-
ing her assistance in helping us through this im-
portant process.  She informed us that we were a 
good fit for a program that Interim Conference 
Minister Phil Hart was designing called A.S.K (Ask, 
Seek, Knock).  After discussion at the January 
Board meeting it was decided that we would be a 
part of this program.  I contacted Rev. Hart shortly 
after the meeting to inform him of our willingness 
to participate.  He was delighted, saying we are the 
first church in the Tri-Conference to agree to do so. 
      To give you a better understanding of what this 
process entails, I share with you some of the infor-
mation Rev. Hart emailed to me that I shared with 
your Board at our January meeting. 
     The A.S.K. program is a three-month congrega-
tional discernment and discovery process for 
churches deciding on the next chapter to their min-
istry story. The program will be limited to about 5 
participating congregations in the Tri-Conference 
area (that’s Iowa, South Dakota, and Nebraska).   
Each participating congregation will select 4-6 peo-
ple that will serve as the Discernment Team.  The 
local church will journey through three phases of 
the program.   

A. “Asking Phase” – What is the guiding question 
that will help us understand where we are be-
ing led? 

B. “Seeking Phase” – gather insights, inspirations, 
and ideas on how the journey might un-
fold.  This phase is full of conversations with 
other participating churches, reading emails, 
and looking far and wide to learn and be in-
spired. 

C. “Knocking Phase” – This is about “knocking” 
and “shaking” doors and opportunities to see 
what works, what is inspiring, and what gathers 
support from the congregation.  This is about 
testing, prototyping, and getting even more 
feedback until the right path is revealed. 

Then, as a church, we will prayerfully decide the di-
rection of our ministry journey. 
      In recent conversation with Rev. Hart, he stated 
that he wants to get this program underway some-
time in mid to late February.  The next step will be 
to secure the rest of the participating congrega-
tions.  For us, our next step is to select our Discern-
ment Team so that we are ready to begin the pro-
cess.  This is a transparent process.  We will keep 
you all informed as we journey through it. 
      Your Board and I are excited about this en-
deavor!  Intentionally looking ahead is a healthy 
sign and practice for any congregation.  One of the 
benefits for us is that we will journey through this 
with other congregations seeking to do the same 
thing.  From them, and them from us, we will have 
that opportunity to share ideas and insights, con-
cerns and joys, of being the church in our respec-
tive communities and discern where it is that God 
may be leading us in our futures.   
      May God bless and guide us as we travel this 
road together. 

                Pastor Chris    
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BOARD HIGHLIGHTS 
 

DECEMBER 
 

• No December Board meeting.  Board met 
via Zoom with Associate Conference Minis-
ter Kendy Miller to explore resources and 
possibilities for our Future for First meet-
ings. 

 

JANUARY 
 

• Pastor Chris reported that the Christmas Eve 
service attendance was smaller than usual 
due to the extremely cold weather condi-
tions. 

• Sunday School for the second semester re-
sumed on January 8th. 

• Our annual meeting will be Sunday, January 
29th after worship with a potluck meal fol-
lowing. 

• We will receive a new member into our fel-
lowship during worship on January 29th, 

• EFO (Education, Fellowship, Office) build-
ing electrical inspection completed at request 
of our church insurance company by Meyer 
Electric.  All looks okay.  Meyer recom-
mended no changes or update 
needed.  Meyer will draft a letter stating such 
to be sent to our insurer. 

• Becky Marine has resigned as our custodian 
as of January 1st.  Misty and John Marine-
Jensen will be our new custodians. 

• Indoor church clean-up day is set for Sun-
day, March 5th after worship.  Light lunch 
will be served. 

• Board voted to enter into the A.S.K. pro-
gram offered through the Tri-Conference by 
Interim Conference minister Phil Hart.  (See 
pastor’s From the Front Porch article in this 
issue of the newsletter for more details.) 

• Suggested ways to help support the Kossuth 
County Food Pantry and/or the Methodist 
Church Food Pantry were discussed. 

 

Next Board meeting will be February 8th, 2023. 

 

 
THANK YOU’s 

Thank you from Grandmother Christine Saunsoci 
after opening our church's Christmas gift. 
 

“THANK YOU!!! 
Hello brother. I received the gift.  I thought omg I 
can't believe this!!! I'm on way too pay the light and 
gas bill. And then groceries. Thank you all so much. 
Blessings for all. WOPILA” (thank you in the 
Omaha language). 

Note: Our church and friends sent $3,000.00.  In-
credible! 

 

Friends, 

Thank you for thinking of me with the lovely box 
of goodies delivered to me on Sunday.  Everything 
was delicious!  Kathryn Meyers 
 
Thank you for remembering us with your 
generous Christmas gifts. You are all appreciated.  
Pastor Chris and Pam 
 

Appreciation for Vicki 
 

We are fortunate to have Vicki Merchlewitz as our 
organist for our worship services.  Vicki prefers not 
to be paid for sharing her gift of music with us, but 
your board asks all of us consider expressing our 
appreciation for her ministry of music by giving her 
an occasional gift card.  Vicki has agreed to this.  If 
you would like to show your gratitude to her, you 
may purchase a gift card in any amount and present 
it to her in person or drop it in the offering plate on 
Sunday mornings.  She says that gift cards to Fare-
way, Hy Vee, Casey’s, Bomgaars or from Visa 
would be most helpful.  Let’s show our apprecia-
tion to her by honoring her in this way. 

 
 
 



Our Church Local Mission Fund  
 

For several years your Mission and Memorial team 
has provided money from its mission account to be 
used for a “local mission fund.”  This money is 
used (at the pastor’s discretion) to help folk in our 
community who may need assistance for things 
such as gas for out of town health appointments, 
paying rent or utility bills, special food needs, medi-
cation, etc.  Money from this fund is not given to 
pay for the entirety of what might be needed, but 
designed to help with a portion of it.  The Kossuth 
Area Ministerial Association has an assistance fund 
as well, but the policy for that fund is that it is to be 
used to assist people who are moving through the 
community.  At the last meeting of the Mission and 
Memorial team it was decided that we should re-
ceive and occasional special offering several times a 
year to help keep our fund solvent.  Our first offer-
ing for this purpose will be presented on February 
12th.  Please prayerfully consider a gift to support 
this fund.  Our brothers, sisters and siblings in our 
community need our assistance. 
 

Seminary and Church Vocations Sunday 
Sunday February 26 was Seminary Sunday and 
Church Vocation Sunday.  
Training ordained clergy is an expensive proposi-
tion, leaving many pastors and seminary students/ 
Members in Discernment deep in debt. You can 
help reduce the financial burden through scholar-
ships. A special offering supported by the Iowa 
Conference of the UCC to fund these scholarships. 
They are for Members in Discernment from Iowa. 
Please make your check to your church and write 
“Funding Future Leadership” or “FFL” on the 
memo line. Online donations are welcome at the 
Iowa Conference UCC website. 
Joseph Dunnwald, Latimer, is one such FFL schol-
arship recipient. Here’s a bit of his story: “For 15 
years I worked full-time jobs and worked part-time 
in the church, trying to use my skills but trying to 
be a good steward of my finances. I continued to 
feel called, but it seemed everywhere I tried to make 
it work, something would stand in the way. Then, in 
passing at a family holiday, I was told about an 
opening in a rural church. I began discussing the 
possibilities, and within 6 months I received a call 
to serve at the church and attend seminary at the 
same time … Through the generosity of the church 

and support from scholarships like Funding Future 
Leadership, I am more than 60 percent through 
seminary and have not accumulated debt from it.” 
The seminary students thank you and the FFL 
Committee thanks you! 
 

RADIO 

 

Weather 

This is a reminder to listen to KLGA radio for can-
cellation of worship because of inclement weather. 
If worship is canceled the announcement will be 
broadcast before 8 am. Pastor Chris will also send 
out an e-mail. 

Sponsors Needed 
 

The monthly radio sponsor sign-up sheet for 2023 
is posted on the bulletin board in the parlor.  The 
months that are open are: April, May, July, Septem-
ber, October and November.  
 

 
CONGRATULATIONS 

Congratulation to Pastor Chris Burtnett. He re-
ceived the Faith Leader of the year from the Kos-
suth County Advance.  What an honor to be cho-
sen for this award.  Thank you!  
 

      
 



BIRTHDAY PARTY! 
 

Thank you, Chuck West for sharing your day with 
our church family. We so enjoyed sharing cake and 
ice cream with you. Happy 97 years!  
 

 
 

WINTER 
 

   
February 9, 2022 

 

 
February 1, 2023 

Bookmarks found in donated books from Holly 
Filson-Heath. 
 

            
 

 
 
 
       
                                

 

MEALS ON WHEELS 

 

Our church is scheduled to do all routes (3) of  
Meals on Wheels the first 2 weeks of  March. This 
will probably be March 1 through the 16th.   Our 
church is also scheduled for the first 2 weeks in 
October. 
   



 

  

       2023 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 

    

 Carol 
Kenyon 

 

  

 Soraya 
Burtnett 

 

Laurel 
Walker 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

10:00 am 
Worship – 
Communion  

Sunday 
School 

Food Pantry  

Coffee 

 

 9:30-11:30am 
Pastor at 
Feed Mill 

 

Josie 
Reynolds 

7pm. Board 
Meeting 

8:30 
Ministerial 
Meeting in 
Fellowship 
Hall 

  

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

10am Worship 

Sunday School 

Coffee 

Our church 
Mission fund 
Offering 
Mission & 
Memorial 
Teem Mtg. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Bridget 
Schlievert, 

Chauncey 
Taylor 

 

9:30-11:30am 
Pastor at 
Feed Mill 

6:30 pm 

Food Pantry 
Board Mtg. 

 

  9:15 am Care 
Center 
Worship 

 

 

 

Pat Beaver 

10am 
Christian 
Unity 
worship and 
Brunch at 
Methodist 
Church 

Karen 
Dearchs 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

10:00 am 
Worship 

Sunday 
School 

Coffee 

 

 

 

 

Kris 
Schlievert 

9:30-11:30am 
Pastor at 
Feed Mill 

7pm. Ash 
Wednesday 

Worship 

 

10am Clergy 
Cluster at 
Humboldt 

  

26 27 28     

10:00 am 
Worship 

Sunday 
School 

Coffee 

 

 

 

 

Leo 
Navarro 

9:30-11:30am 
Pastor at 
Feed Mill 

Charlie 
Hines 

    

 

 

           



  
   

          2023 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 

       

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

10:00 am 
Worship – 
Communion  

Sunday 
School 

Food Pantry 
Indoor 
Cleaning up 
day & lunch 

 

Coffee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Scott 
Buchanan 

9:30-11:30am 
Pastor at 
Feed Mill 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Sam 
Grindberg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brendan 
Burtnett 

 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

10:00 am 
Worship 

Sunday 
School 

Coffee 

 

 9 am Pastor 
at Committee 
on Ministry 
Meeting -
Zoom 

8:30am Multi-
Disciplinary 
Team Mtg in  
Fellowship 
Hall 

 Geoff 
Buchanan 
Buchanan 

 

   

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

10:00 am 
Worship 

Sunday 
School 

Coffee 

One Great 
Hour of 
Sharing 

 

 

 

 

 

Sandy 
Person, Max 
Person 

9:30-11:30am 
Pastor at 
Feed Mill 

  

 

 

 

 

Helen 
Scuffham 

 

 

 

 

 

Isaac 
Hines 

 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

10:00 am 
Worship 

Sunday 
School 

Coffee 

 

 

 9:30-11:30am 
Pastor at 
Feed Mill 

    

 

 

 

Pilgrim Heights Board 

Meeting 



      
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

A Woman Who Expanded Her Calling 
 
The growth and development of  the United Church of  Christ has become more and more diverse. It 
preserves traditions. It honors various legacies and explores new assumptions. 
 

Audrey Miller (1938-2019) began her vocation as a nun. As a Roman Catholic Sister of  Divine Providence, 
Miller became an educational leader supported youth ministry programs and youth resources. As a teacher, 
librarian, and community organizer she served in many ways, and later she connected to the UCC. 
 

In 1964 Miller graduated from Duquesne University and earned a Bachelor of  Arts degree. Later she earned a 
Master of  Science and Library Science from Marywood University. She taught elementary school for the 
Diocese of  Pittsburgh. She earned another Master of  Arts in 1984 at Columbia University. In 1989 she was 
granted a Doctorate in Adult Education. 
 

Miller believed that “The historic and theological streams that formed the UCC involved inclusiveness and openness, 
compassion and justice, peace and integrity of  creation.” 
 

One friend insisted that “Audrey Miller was a visionary who took no delight in denominational boxes that limit Christ’s 
embrace of  the whole world. . . Her humility was real, her laughter winsome and her repertoire of  smiles for diverse situations 
was amazing. She prepared thoroughly for the work entrusted to her care.” 
 

After the UCC headquarters moved to Cleveland, Miller was elected General Secretary of  the Division of  
Education and Publication and served the United Church of  Christ Board from 1996 until 1999. She also 
became an ordained UCC minister. 
 

Friends said that Audrey had a zest for life that was a deep and fast-moving river of  convictions and 
celebrations. Life was never dull when she was near.                                      
                         by Barbara Brown Zikmund | published on Nov 1, 2021 

 
 

https://www.ucc.org/byline/barbara-brown-zikmund/
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ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 

Sunday, March 19, 2023 

It's Time to Share 

One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) special mission offering of the United Church of Christ involves you 

in disaster, refugee/immigration, and development ministries throughout the world. When a disaster strikes 

or people are displaced or made refugees by violence or extreme poverty, you are part of the immediate re-

sponse and of the long-term recovery. 
 

Through OGHS you engage in holistic development programs including health care, education, agriculture, 

food sustainability, micro-financing and women’s empowerment. Because the UCC relates in mutual part-

nership to churches and organizations through Global Ministries and worldwide response & recovery net-

works, your contributions to One Great Hour of Sharing put you in the right place at the right time for the 

relief, accompaniment and recovery of the most vulnerable. You meet immediate needs and you address the 

underlying causes that create those needs in the first place. 
 

Click here to visit the OGHS webpage on ucc.org https://www.ucc.org/giving/ways-to-give/our-churchs-

wider-mission/one-great-hour-of-sharing/ 

 

https://www.ucc.org/giving/ways-to-give/our-churchs-wider-mission/one-great-hour-of-sharing/
https://www.ucc.org/giving/ways-to-give/our-churchs-wider-mission/one-great-hour-of-sharing/

