PRAYER OF CONFESSION
(read together)
On this morning of hallelujahs, we must confess how human we are, Emptier of tombs.
We haven't done any great evil, but we have failed to do good when we had the chance.
We have not intentionally hurt anyone, nor have we offered healing to the broken. We
easily accept the witness of the angel in the tomb, but find it difficult to share this good
news with our friends and neighbors.
Bring us new life, Dazzling God. Where we are tired and stressed, give us the energy to
serve your creation; transform our hardened hearts into fountains of grace; forgive us of
all the damage we have done, and fill us with the joy of your Spirit. In the name of Jesus
Christ, who gives us new life, we pray. Amen.
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PRELUDE
RINGING OF THE BELL
GREETINGS, GOOD NEWS, ANNOUNCEMENTS
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING
*OPENING SONG:

1 Corinthians 15:1-11

from the Common English Bible

“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”

#288

SHARING JESUS’ PEACE
CALL TO WORSHIP
(read responsively)
One: This is the day:
Many: when tears are wiped away; shattered hearts are mended; fears are replaced with
joy.
One: This is the day the Lord:
Many: rolls away the stone of fear; throws off death's clothes; goes ahead of us into
God's future.
One: This is the day the Lord has made:
Many: death has no fear for us; sin has lost its power over us; God opens the tombs of
our hearts to fill us with life.

All: This is the day - Easter Day!

OPENING PRAYER
(read together)
Giver of new life, we come this morning with our alleluias, our banners, our flowers and
our songs. We come to worship in beauty and in truth because we have faith that Jesus
Christ is raised from the dead, because we have hope that the resurrection will enter into
each of our lives and transform them, and because, through Christ’s spirit, we have come
to love one another. Accept our worship, Gracious God. Be present with us as daystar,
miracle, and mystery, and as the tender hands of grace. Amen.
TIME FOR CHILDREN AND THE YOUNG AT HEART
CALL TO CONFESSION

A MOMENT FOR SILENT REFLECTION AND REPENTANCE
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
(read responsively
One: God, our Creator, gives us new life; Christ, our Redeemer, prepares a Table for us; the
Holy Spirit, our Joy, calls us to service. This is the good news: the tomb is empty, sin is
powerless, death is defeated forever.
Many: On this very first day, and every day, we walk as God's people, forgiven and made
whole. Thanks be to God! Amen.
SECOND SCRIPTURE READING
*MIDDLE SONG:

“Alleluia! Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven”

Acts 10:34-43
#289

*AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
(read together)
We believe in God, Creator of all things, heavenly father and mother, Soul of infinite
love, wisdom, and power, ruler of all that is and all that is to come, who is mystery, yet
revealed.
We follow Christ, God's chosen one, who loved and served humbly, who healed the
broken and included the outcast, who chose to suffer rather than harm for the sake of the
healing of all Creation, who gave his life for our redemption, and who was raised by God
to new life. In his teaching, in his death and resurrection, and in his presence with us in
all circumstances, he reveals God to us. He calls us to serve him for the sake of
proclaiming God's grace. We trust that he accompanies us and will help, guide, heal,
and defend us through all difficulty and suffering.
We believe the Holy Spirit sustains us, and guides us and empowers us as servants of
God's grace.
We live as the body of Christ, in the power of forgiveness and the reality of resurrection,
and the light of eternal life. Amen.
GLORIA PATRI
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FOCUS SCRIPTURE
MESSAGE:

John 20:1-18
“This Changes Everything!”

read from The Message
Pastor Burtnett

GATHERING AT JESUS’ TABLE
Invitation, Communion Prayer, Sanctus, Words of Institution, Prayer of Consecration, Sharing
the Bread and Cup
Sanctus
One: Therefore, we join our voices this morning with those who stood at the empty tomb, as
well as those of every time and place, singing our Easter joy to you:
Many: Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of the empty grave. Glad songs of resurrection joy are
offered to you. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is the one who comes bearing your
steadfast love. Hosanna in the highest!
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
We thank you, God of New Life, that you have refreshed us at your table by granting us
the presence of the risen Christ! Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another,
and send us out into the world with courage, joy, and peace to be the church, your
Easter people, disciples of our living Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.
OFFERING
*DOXOLOGY
*DEDICATION OF OFFERING
*CLOSING SONG:

“Crown Him With Many Crowns”
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*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE
The Call to Worship (adapted), Call to Confession, Prayer of Confession, and Words of Assurance (adapted) are
from Lectionary Liturgies by Thom M. Shuman. Opening Prayer (adapted) is by Maren C. Tirabassi from Touch HolinessResources for Wowrship, edited by Ruth C. Duck and Maren C. Tirabassi. The Offering Prayer of Dedication is from
Worship Ways-Worship Resources for the United Church of Christ. The Affirmation of Faith is by Steve GarnaasHolmes. Communion Prayer of Thanksgiving (adapted) is from Book of Worship-United Church of Christ.
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be on call. To reach her contact hers home phone at 515-295-5150.
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