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First Congregational United Church of Christ
Algona, Iowa
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

September 16, 2018

PRELUDE
RINGING OF THE BELL
GREETINGS, GOOD NEWS, ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE FIRST READING FROM SCRIPTURE Psalm 19
read from the Good News Bible

*OQPENING SONG: “I Sing the Almighty Power of God” #31
SHARING JESUS’ PEACE

CALL TO WORSHIP (read responsively)

One: On this motning, as every morning,

Many: we are surrounded by God’s grace.

One: In these moments, as every moment,

Many: we are called to costly discipleship by Jesus.
One: Throughout this day, as every day,

Many: we are taught peace and hope by the Spirit.
One: On this morning,

Many: we are gathered to worship our God!

OPENING PRAYER (read together)
God of wisdom and truth, speak to us now in this time of worship. Inspire us with your
word. Speak cleatly to our hearts, that we may walk in your ways and live in your love.
In the name of Jesus, our messiah, we pray. Amen

TIME FOR CHILDREN AND THE YOUNG AT HEART
CALL TO CONFESSION



PRAYER OF CONFESSION (read together)
All we need to do is open our mouths, Teacher of heatts, to show that we give our
tongues free rein. We claim we love others, but speak bitter words to them. We think
we are good and gracious people, but hurl epithets at those we do not like, or those we
fear. We are quicker to speak of judgment for others, rather than being voices for
justice.

But with your gracious mercy, Tender-hearted God, you can put out the wildfires of
bitterness sparked by our words. You can stop the words on the tips of our tongues and
transform them into whispers of peace and love. You can open our ears so that we can
hear all that your Teacher of grace and hope, Jesus the Messiah, has to share with us, in
these moments and all those to come. Amen.

A MOMENT FOR SILENT REFLECTION AND REPENTANCE
WORDS OF ASSURANCE (read responsively)

One: Can we handle it — the good news; the fact that God’s grace can transform us; that God
can teach us new songs; that God can fill us with hope and joy?

Many: It is hard to believe, which may be why it is hard to accept it. But God loves us,
God has mercy on us, God is with us. Thanks be to God, we ate forgiven! Amen.

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING Mark 8:27-38
*MIDDLE SONG: “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus™ #344
*AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (read together)

We believe in God, creator of all things, ruler of all that is and all that is to come. God is
transforming the world into the place of God's justice and mercy.

We follow Jesus, who taught and healed, who died and rose, revealing God's abundant
grace. He sent disciples out into the world to heal, to proclaim the good news of God’s
grace, and to participate in the Reign of God in all that we do. He reigns in love over all
Creation, and holds all accountable to their faithfulness to God's rule of grace.

We rely upon the unfailing grace of God, the presence of the Holy Spirit, the community
of the church as the Body of Christ, the unity of all believers, the power of forgiveness,
the reality of resurrection and the alluring blessing of eternal life.

Therefore, we devote outselves to lives of daily prayer, study, setvice and reflection,
following Jesus as our Master, for the sake of the transformation of the world by the
grace of God. Amen.






