
Mid-Week Lenten Meditation 

  

  
Hello everyone.  We’re almost to Jerusalem with Jesus and what lies ahead! Another meditation will follow on Good 
Friday.  Here’s this Wednesday’s reflection by Paul J. Bauermeister.  
  
“Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called children of God.” Matthew 5:9 
  
Read John 17:11-15 
  

Peacemakers 
  

  
Reflection  

Being captain of the temple guard was only a part time job, but this man knew his business well.  Given the 
assignment of arresting Jesus, he planned carefully.  He smiled to himself as he thought how easy it would be to 
capture Jesus. His patterns of movement were widely known and predictable. After an event as moving as the 
observance of the Passover, he would, of course, wish 

Some time for prayer and meditation.  When in Jerusalem, he regularly went to Gethsemane, a small quiet garden 
among the olive trees on hillside just across the little valley from the city.  Only Jesus would be there and the small 
band of misfits who followed him most closely.  They would not be armed, and besides, they were easily 
frightened.  So he would bring a small squad of men, light a few torches, clink a little armor and show a few swords 
and then the capture would be complete, no fuss, no bother.  His followers would melt away into the darkness.  The 
captain was right about how easy it is to catch a man at his prayers, but have you ever thought about how easily 
Jesus could have escaped his captors?  He would certainly have seen them coming across the valley with their 
torches, and if their intent were in question he could have heard the clink of their armor and seen the torchlight 
bouncing off their swords.  It would not take a genius to know that they were on exactly the same pathway that he 
had taken from the city.  How far does one have to move away to get out of range of torchlight?  On a dark night, 
fifty feet would do it, or a night with a bright moon it might take fifty yards to make you invisible.  Twelve men 
could easily move in twelve different directions away from the approaching torches and none would ever have been 
found.  They had friends in many places who would provide a safe night’s shelter and if they left early in the 
morning they could have been well on their way to Galilee by noon the next day with no one pursuing them.  But 
Jesus did not move away as his captors approached.  Instead he roused his sleepy disciples and greeted those who 
came to arrest him.  It was not the captain’s cleverness nor Judas, betrayal that produced his arrest. Jesus allowed his 
arrest.  His prayer in the garden produced the conclusion that his time had come, and he yielded to the will of God 
for him and surrendered himself.  He surrendered, knowing where it would take him.  But his surrender gave him 
the peace to stand with serene dignity before Caiaphas and his council, before Herod, before Pilate, before soldiers, 
before the mob and finally to pray for those who crucified him.  Surrender to the will of God is a great peacemaker. 

  

Prayer 

Lord Jesus, give us the peace of those who surrender to God.  Amen. 

  

 


