Leader: How weary we are from these days of isolation and worry; how broken our dreams and
hopes have become in these days. But, as we offer our prayers, God will remember us – our
dreams, our hopes, as well as our failings, and will restore us to new life. Let us join our voices
together, as we pray together our prayer of confession.
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PRELUDE
RINGING OF THE BELL
GREETINGS, GOOD NEWS, ANNOUNCEMENTS
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING

Philippians 2:5-11 read from the Good News Bible

*OPENING SONG: “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”

#265

SHARING JESUS’ PEACE: The Peace of Christ Be with You
CALL TO WORSHIP
(read responsively)
Leader: Hosanna to the one who comes in God’s name. Shout your blessings! Sing your
praises!
People: Christ opens our eyes to better ways of living, not as egotistical rulers, but
humble servants.
Leader: Have the mind of Christ among yourselves, that you may be emptied of pretense and
false pride.
People: In Christ, we are free to be fully human, to celebrate and use our gifts to God’s
glory.
Leader: Give thanks to God, who has richly blessed us; Praise God whose steadfast love endures
forever.
People: This is the day that God has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it!
OPENING PRAYER
(read together)
Blessed One, we are humbled by your example. You entered Jerusalem in lowly estate,
riding on a donkey. You emptied yourself and came as a servant to all, forsaking the
power to command. Son of David, come to us now and be our sovereign, that we too
may sing our hosannas! Amen.
TIME FOR CHILDREN AND THE YOUNG AT HEART
CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
(read together)
Have mercy on us, God of betrayers and deniers. We have run out of tears, weeping
for ourselves, so have none for those most vulnerable in these days. We are tempted to
forget those who are around us, who have no one to care for them. We argue about who
is the wisest in these days, who is offering the best advice, and never notice those who
serve with humility and grace.
Yet we pray that you would remember us, God of the Passion, and pour out mercy on
us. May we commit our hearts into yours, so we may learn how to love as deeply as
you. May we commit our hands into yours, so we may be taught how to serve others
with joy. May we commit our spirits into yours, so we may be as trusting as Jesus, the
One who was willing to believe the promises you made so long ago. Amen.
A MOMENT FOR SILENT REFLECTION AND REPENTANCE
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
(read responsively)
Leader: Our tears are mingled with those of God; our sighs are held in the heart of grace; our
emptiness is filled with hope and peace.
People: Hesitantly, hopefully, we will walk with Jesus to Jerusalem, and beyond. For
everything is done for us, and we bend our knees in praise and joy. Thanks be to God,
we are forgiven! Amen.
SECOND SCRIPTURE READING

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29

*MIDDLE SONG: “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”
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*AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
(read together)
We believe in the God who is the pillar of fire and the pillar of cloud. We trust in our
Holy Parent who judges and shows mercy. We hope in our Creator who is faithful to all
that is seen and unseen.
We believe in the Jesus who rode in triumph into Jerusalem. We trust in the Messiah
who was crucified, died, and was buried. We hope in the living Christ who walked out
of the tomb.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, giver of faith and formation. We trust in the Breath of Life
who stirs, sustains, and sanctifies. We hope in our Advocate who brings to us, and
through us, the gift of God’s peace. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI

FOCUS SCRIPTURE

#734

Matthew 21:1-11

read from the Good News Bible

MESSAGE: “Who Is He?”

Pastor Burtnett

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
OFFERING
*DOXOLOGY
Words #44
*DEDICATION OF OFFERING PRAYER
Leader: Holy One, may the gifts and offerings we bring reflect our gratitude for Christ’s gift of
self, his anguish and passion, and his never-failing love. Amen.
*CLOSING SONG “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart”

#113

*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE
The Call to Worship (adapted) is from Fresh Winds of the Spirit, Book 2, Liturgical Resources for year A by Lavon Bayler.
The Opening Prayer, Offering Prayer of Dedication (adapted), and Benediction (adapted)are from The Abingdon
Worship Annual, 2020 edited by Mary Scifres and B.J. Beu. The Call to Confession, Prayer of Confession, and
Words of Assurance, are from Lectionary Liturgies by Thom M. Shuman. The Affirmation of Faith is by Rev. Julia
Seymour.
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April Radio Sponsor: Chris and Pam Burtnett
Birthdays: 4-6 Carter Bachman, 4-7 Becky Marine
Easter Sunday our church, the Methodists and the First Lutheran’s will meet at 10:30 am for an outdoor
drive-in service. The place will be announced this coming week. It will be broadcast live on KLGA.
Our church will also have a separate service on our Web site, starting on Easter Sunday.
Monday, April 6th, the Algona Community Blood Drive will be at the Methodist Church from 12:30 pm
to 5:30 pm.
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