First Congregational United Church of Christ
“Where No One Is A Stranger”
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
July 20, 2025

PRELUDE
RINGING OF THE BELL

GREETINGS, GOOD NEWS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, JESUS ENCOUNTERS+

*Call to Worship

One: God has called us to this place. What do you see?
Many: We see people who model for us God's joyous embrace of all people.

One: God has brought us to this place. What do you hear?

Many: We hear God's hope that we are able to see each person as our sister, brother,
sibling.

One: God has challenged us to open our lives and hearts to others. What will you do?

(read responsively)

Many: We will do only one thing: welcome everyone in God's name!
One: Let’s worship God!

*Opening Song: “Come and Find the Quiet Center” H#HATT
*OPENING PRAYER (prayed together)
Abiding God, we invite you to inhabit our space. We long to renew our minds, restore
our souls, and rest our presence before you. Still, we bring the burdens we carry into this
gathering. We hold our responsibilities, cares, and concerns. Let us bind ourselves in
your love and strength and the community of faithful and curious. We affirm that this
time with you and one another equips and fortifies us for the journey and helps us
discern the better way. Be glorified in our worship. Be honored by our praise. Be known
by your people, O Creator, Teacher, and Friend. In your many names, we pray. Amen.

TIME FOR CHILDREN AND THE YOUNG AT HEART
CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
In the mirror we call scripture, Revealing God, we see ourselves for who we are and are
not. We whine about those who are not doing what we think they should, and ignore our

failings. We speak words which nibble away at the life in our family and friends. We
step over the poor on our way to get more and more, ignoring their needs.

Forgive us, Reconciling Love. Sit us down at Jesus' feet, so we may learn the balanced
life you intend for us. Then, and only then, we can set aside our grudges, to offer our
gifts to our neighbors; we can stop licking at our hurts, to bring healing to others; we
can reach out and welcome our sisters, brothers, and siblings even as we have been
welcomed into your heart through Jesus, our Savior.

A TIME FOR SILENT REFLECTION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

One: Jesus comes to reconcile is to God, so we can be reconciled to one another. Recreated in
God's image, we are made whole.

Many: When we are in Christ, everything becomes new. Our past is just that - our

past! Thanks be to God! We will go forth and live as reconciled people. Amen.

SHARING THE FIRST SCRIPTURE READING: Psalm 52

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: (read together)
We believe in truth as a living Reality, not captured in theory or a creed, but revealed to
those who love; the truth of Jesus, the Spirit of truth, the truth of God. Because we
believe we trust, not blindly but open eyed and bold as a child climbing into a mother’s
lap; the truth of Jesus, the Spirit of truth, the truth of God. Because we believe we serve,
not as a slave that serves a tyrant but like farmers reaping a harvest; the truth of Jesus,
the Spirit of truth, the truth of God.

* GLORIA PATRI: “Glory Be to the Father” #734
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be, world with-out end. A-men, A-men.

FOCUS SCRIPTURE:

Luke 10:38-42 read from the New English Bible

MESSAGE: “Distracted” Pastor Chris

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/THE LORD’S PRAYER (with debts/debtors)

PRESENTING OUR GIFTS



* DOXOLOGY: “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” H#34
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, you heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Giver of all good and perfect gifts, we celebrate the opportunity to contribute to the
ministry of this faith community. Receive the resources we offer in love and hope that
needs will be met, lives will be changed, and the world will receive the testimony of
compassionate care, action, and sharing. Amen.

CLOSING SONG: “Have Thine Own Way, Lord” #4806
*Going Forth with the Peace of Christ
POSTLUDE

*Indicates all who are able please stand

The Call to Worship (adapted), Call to Confession (adapted), Prayer of Confession (adapted), and Words of Assurance (adapted) are from
Lectionary Liturgies by Thom M. Shuman. The Opening Prayer and Offering Prayer of Dedication are by Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Lindsay, Minister for
Worship and Theology for the United Church of Christ. The Affirmation of Faith is by Bruce Prewer.

Organist:

Worship Leader: David Burrow
Pastor: Rev. Chris Burtnett
July Radio Sponsor: Kris & Mick Schlievert

Birthdays: July 22: Cam Buchanan-Damrow;

Sunday, July 20: 10:30am — Worship
Coffee

Tuesday, July 22: 9:30am. - Pastor at Feed Mill.
Wednesday, July 23: 2pm.-Snow Cones at Algona Manor

Sunday, July 27: 10:30am: Worship
Coffee

Tuesday and Thursday, 6:00 - 7:45 PM- English classes meet in the Community Connections
Center.

Friday, July 25: 9am-2pm.-Algona Blood Drive at 1* Lutheran Church

July 30: August/September Newsletter deadline
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